
Key Dates for WC 4  Mayth

Assembly - Deafness
Awareness
Forest School Trip
Yr10 Portsmouth College
Assembly
GCSE Spanish Speaking Exam 

 

We are incredibly proud of Matthew’s
outstanding success in the National
Maths Challenge and Pink Kangaroo
competition. Scoring an impressive 97
marks, he achieved a Gold Kangaroo
Certificate – an accolade awarded to only
the highest‑performing students
nationwide. 🏅
Matthew has also earned an invitation to
an Evening of Mathematical Recreation
at the University of Liverpool, recognising
both his talent and hard work. He is a
fantastic example of what can be
achieved when dedication meets
determination. Huge congratulations,
Matthew – a very bright future lies ahead.
✨
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Gold - Level Success in
the National Maths
Challenge

NEWSLETTER



Warm congratulations to our 15 Year 7
students who have had their poems
published in a War Poetry anthology.
Their writing thoughtfully explores the
realities of conflict, while also sharing
powerful messages of hope and a
longing for peace. A truly moving and
impressive achievement we are very
proud to celebrate.
 

Following yesterday’s post
celebrating the kindness shown by
four of our upper school pupils, we
were delighted to thank our very
own Heroes of Hayling in school
today. 👏
It was a pleasure to congratulate
the boys in person and recognise
the compassion, maturity and quick
thinking they showed when
supporting a member of the public
on St Leonards Avenue. Their
instinctive and selfless actions
speak volumes about their
character.
We are incredibly proud of these
young men, who truly represent the
very best of our school and wider
community. Well done, boys – you
are a credit to yourselves, your
families and The Hayling College.
💙
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Heroes Among Us

“Young poets
giving voice to
history.”
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African Adventrue
2027/2028 - An
Exciting Opportunity
Awaits!

We are thrilled to share that plans are underway for
a potential African Adventure expedition in
2027/2028—an inspiring and truly life-changing
opportunity for our pupils.
This incredible experience would offer students the
chance to:
 ✨ Make a real difference through meaningful
community and school partnership projects
 ✨ Immerse themselves in vibrant new cultures
across Africa
 ✨ Grow in confidence, resilience, leadership and
global awareness
 ✨ Build lasting friendships while contributing to
long-term impact
 ✨ Take part in a safe, challenging and
unforgettable adventure
With opportunities to support development
projects, assist with teaching, and collaborate closely
with partner schools, this is so much more than a
trip—it’s a powerful journey of personal growth,
discovery, and making a positive difference in the
world.
Initial discussions have been extremely positive, and
we look forward to sharing more details soon.
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We were deeply saddened to hear of the loss of
a truly special member of our community, Ray.
Many will know him through his incredible
work with the Growing Together Project, where
his dedication helped keep our school gardens
thriving.
Ray was one of the very first people I met when
I joined the school in 2021. On a quiet August
day, with the building nearly empty, he
somehow found his way through reception
and along the corridors to introduce himself in
person. Within minutes, I was struck by his
warmth, passion, and determination.
By the end of that first conversation, I knew all
about his plans to bring the Growing Together
Project back after COVID — and exactly how I
would be helping. It was my first glimpse of
Ray’s wonderfully determined approach.
In the years since, his enthusiasm and love for
life never faded. Week after week, come rain or
shine, Ray and his team brought something
truly special to our school, inspiring our young
people through nature while offering support
and guidance to all.
Thanks to his tireless efforts, our gardens
flourished once again — from the restored
vegetable patch and thriving orchard to the
polytunnel repairs and the creation of our
outdoor classroom. His impact extended far
beyond the gardens; he brought people
together with kindness, care, and that ever-
present twinkle in his eye.
It was always a joy to host the Horticultural
Show, and the memories Ray created will stay
with us for years to come. He gave so much to
our community simply because he believed it
was the right thing to do.
He will be greatly missed, but his legacy will
continue to grow in the spaces he nurtured
and the lives he touched.

A tribute to Ray:
Kindness, Dedication,
and Community
Spirit
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We are excited to introduce our new Hayling
Community Ambassadors programme for
students in Years 7–9 who are keen to make a
positive difference beyond the school gates.
This is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to
support their local community, grow in
confidence, meet new people and represent
The Hayling College with pride.
As part of the programme, students will be
involved in activities such as environmental
projects and beach cleans, supporting local
charities, volunteering, and representing the
school at community events. The role also
encourages leadership, teamwork and
inspiring positive change.
Sessions will run weekly after school, with
additional special events throughout the year.
Places are limited, so early application is
encouraged. Application forms are available
from Mrs Jones or Student Services.

New club launch -
Hayling Community
Ambassadors

We are pleased to welcome Nikki Shepherd,
former Hayling College parent and
Dementia Awareness Educator, who will be
delivering engaging and accessible sessions
to our Year 8 pupils on Thursday 7 May to
improve understanding of dementia.
An open session for parents, carers and the
wider community will take place on
Thursday 14 May, 4:00–5:00pm at The
Hayling College. These informative sessions
offer practical advice and raise awareness of
a condition that affects many families.
To attend, please complete the
https://forms.gle/Xsy2SYP4oyCi1pJ38 or
contact the school office. For further
information, Nikki can be contacted at
Nikki.shepherd@barchester.com

Upcoming Dementia
Awareness Event
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Fantastic effort from our science
students this year! Pupils have shown
real commitment to their learning
through Sparx Science, completing an
impressive 4,935 hours so far and
answering an incredible 471,319
questions correctly. This dedication is
helping to build strong scientific
knowledge and confidence both in and
out of the classroom. Alongside this
independent learning, students
continue to shine in practical lessons, as
seen this week with pupils carrying out
an electromagnet practical, applying
their understanding in a hands‑on and
engaging way. Well done to everyone
involved!

Big Numbers,
Brilliant Science
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Reading has been a real focus for
our pupils this year, and the
commitment shown through Sparx
English has been fantastic. Students
have spent an impressive 4,824
hours reading and have collectively
read 1,730 books so far this year. This
sustained effort is helping to build
strong literacy skills, deepen
understanding and foster a love of
reading across the school. Well done
to all pupils for the enthusiasm and
perseverance they continue to show
with their reading.

Brilliant Reading
Effort This Year
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Year 10 and Year 11 students are reminded that
English Language and Literature revision sessions
will take place on Thursday and Friday.
 In Thursday’s Language session, we will work
through Paper 1, focusing on how to approach and
answer each question effectively.
 Friday’s Literature session will concentrate on Paper
2, with a particular focus on Love and Relationships
poetry.
 These sessions are a great opportunity to prepare for
your exams and kick‑start your revision ahead of the
long weekend.

Kick‑Start Your
English Revision
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It was a pleasure to join colleagues from other schools at this evening’s attendance webinar.
The session provided a valuable opportunity to explore findings from our shared ImpactED
attendance data alongside feedback from parents and pupils. It was particularly powerful to
identify common themes across schools and to learn from one another’s experiences.
We were proud to contribute to the discussion by sharing:

Our approach to introducing new attendance software to support early identification
and timely intervention
How we are enhancing classroom environments, including the use of air filters
Our clear, whole‑school approach to attendance, underpinned by defined roles and
consistent systems

In addition, we:
Reflected on key themes emerging from the data around SEND attendance
Discussed practical, evidence‑informed strategies to improve attendance
Shared best practice with colleagues across other schools

A key takeaway from the session was the importance of collaboration and consistency. By
working together to remove barriers, we can continue to support every pupil to attend
regularly and succeed.
Together, we keep improving 👍

A Shared Commitment to
Improving Attendance
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